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Chakraborty to continue as IIT Bhubaneswar director 

TNN | May 28, 2014, 01.50 PM IST 

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) director Madhusudan Chakraborty, whose five-year contract ended on May 

18, will continue in the post for three more months till a regular appointment, government sources said. 

 

Additional secretary, higher education, ministry of human resources development (MHRD), Amita Sharma has conveyed 

the decision on the stop-gap arrangement to the Union government and chairman, board of governors of IITBBS, S K 

Roongta. Sources said the outgoing government did not appoint a full-time director for the premier institution in 

advance to avoid controversy. 
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The Centre began the process of recruiting the next director only recently by publishing open advertisements. Since the 

last date to apply for the post is mid-July, appointment of a full-time director for IITBBS would be complete only by 

August-September, a senior government officer said. 

 

Henceforward, distance courses to be under UGC, AICTE 

Wednesday, 28 May 2014 - 6:30am IST | Agency: DNA  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-henceforward-distance-courses-to-be-under-ugc-aicte-1991781  
 

The Distance Education Council (DEC) of the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) will 

henceforward operate under the University Grants Commission (UGC) according to new guidelines for the 

promotion and coordination of its programmes. 

According to the new guidelines recommended by the Prof NR Madhav Menon committee, no stand-alone 

institutions would offer distance courses, which will be provided only through state, central or deemed 

universities. 

According to an order of the ministry of human research development dated December 29, 2012 to the UGC 

and the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), the role of the DEC in IGNOU and its all its 

responsibilities will now be performed by the UGC and the AICTE as envisaged in their respective acts. 

Accordingly, the UGC and the AICTE have taken up with immediate effect all regulatory responsibilities of the 

open and distance learning (ODL) system and even the name has been changed from DEC to DEB (Distance 

Education Bureau). 

Dr D Harichandan, professor and director, Institute of Distance Open Learning (IDOL), who was one of the 

members of the UGC expert committee. said, "There were a lot of pending applications regarding distance 

education, from giving recognition to allowing distance courses to different universities. To deal with this, an 

expert committee was constituted under Prof Mohd Miyan, vice-chancellor, Maulana Azad National Urdu 

University, Hyderabad, in June-July 2013. We solved all 205 pending cases and gave our recommendations to 

the UGC. The decisions were conveyed by the DEB to 83 institutions and universities." 

"Later, a three-member committee headed by Prof NR Madhav Menon was formed to suggest measures to 

regulate the education being imparted through the distance mode." 

According to the recommendations, no stand-alone institution will be allowed to offer distance education 

courses and these will only be provided by state, central and deemed universities. 

"There were many reputed institutions in the city and the state that were providing distance courses and making 

a lot of money by charging students Rs11,000-Rs15,000 for a course. Also, the universities will not be allowed 

to start centers outside their territory or jurisdiction to conduct these courses. The recommendations of the 

Madhav Menon committee will be implemented from the academic year 2014-2015," said Harichandan. 

New order 
The Prof NR Madhav Menon committee studied the advertisements published in national dailies by private 

institutions offering university degrees through various franchise programmes and issued a notice for students 

and parents on 27 June 2013. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-henceforward-distance-courses-to-be-under-ugc-aicte-1991781
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Henceforward, only a central or state government university will be allowed to conduct courses through its 

departments, constituent colleges and/or its affiliated colleges. 

A university established or incorporated by or under a state act shall operate only within the territorial 

jurisdiction allotted to it under its act and in no case beyond the territory of the state of its location. 

Private or deemed universities cannot affiliate any college or institution for conducting courses leading to award 

of diplomas, degrees or other qualifications. 

No university, whether central, state, private or deemed can offer programmes through franchising 

arrangements with private coaching institutions even for the purpose of conducting courses through distance 

mode. 

Blacklist 
Names of fake universities listed by the UGC 

Maharashtra 
Raja Arabic University, Nagpur 

Bihar 
Maithili University/Vishwavidyalaya, Darbhanga 

Delhi 
Commercial University Ltd; United Nations University; Vocational University; ADR-Centric Juridical 

University; Indian Institute of Science and Engineering 

Karnataka 
Badaganvi Sarkar World Open University Education Society, Gokak, Belgaum 

Kerala 
St John's University, Kishanattam 

Madhya Pradesh 
Keserwani Vidyapith, Jabalpur 

Tamil Nadu 
DDB Sanskrit University, Putur, Trichi 

West Bengal 
Indian Institute of Alternative Medicine, Kolkata. 

Uttar Pradesh 
Varanaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi / Jagatpuri; Mahila Gram Vidyapith Allahabad; Gandhi Hindi 

Vidyapith, Prayag; National University of Electro Complex Homeopathy, Kanpur; Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose University (Open University), Achaltal, Aligarh; Uttar Pradesh Vishwavidyalaya, Kosi Kalan, Mathura; 

Maharana Pratap Shiksha Niketan Vishwavidyalaya, Pratapgarh; Indraprastha Shiksha Parishad, Institutional 

Area, Khoda, Makanpur, Noida; Gurukul Vishwavidyalaya,Vrindavan; Bhartiya Shiksha Parishad, Lucknow, 

(matter is sub judice). 

India IIT student cycling from Kolkata to Mumbai 
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 Updated: Tuesday, May 27, 2014, 20:12 [IST] Use ← → keys to browse more stories 0 IITian cycling from Kolkata to 
Mumbai Ads by Google IIT JEE Coaching @ Rs. 0 Free Video Lectures, Notes & Tests. Join ! India's First Online Library 
thedigilibrary.com/IITJEE-Free Sikkim Manipal University Distance Education Programs from Students' Most Preferred 
University smude.edu.in/Admissions_Open Kolkata, May 27: To investigate the perils of child labour, an IIT-Kharagpur 
student today embarked on a marathon 2500 km bicycle ride from Kolkata to Mumbai. Equipped with a camera, Ujjawal 
Chauhan aims to capture the living status of children through his lens all along the way as he criss-crosses many states, 
cities, towns and villages. "I'd been lucky enough to have a fulfilling childhood and ample opportunities. However, in 
India, millions of children do lack the same means and I intend to dedicate my journey to each one of them. With CRY's 
support, I want to bring their voices to the fore," Ujjawal told reporters. The final year student of ocean engineering in 
IIT-Kgp has already bagged an enviable job in Singapore but decided to utilise his month-long break in between for a 
social cause. This month-long cycle trip, named 'Ride4ChildRights' is part of the national campaign on child labour by CRY 
(Child Rights and You). "His journey is a quest to find out the impact that the child labour law has in eliminating child 
labour. He plans to use photography as a tool to study the changes that the law has brought about in the lives of 
children involved in work," Atindranath Das, regional director of CRY, said. Currently, the Union Ministry of Labour 
estimates the total magnitude of child labour in India at approximately 10 million. To encourage the youth, Tollywood's 
leading actor Prosenjit Chatterjee and sports icons like Chuni Goswami, Jose Ramirez Barreto and Mehtab Hossain were 
present at the flag off. After spending the first night at Kolaghat, Ujjawal will be soloing all the way through Sambalpur in 
Odisha and Raipur in Chhattisgarh, and finally via Nagpur, Akola, Ourangabad and Pune in Maharashtra. He is expected 
to reach Mumbai on June 30. Ujjawal's works would later be a part of the pan-India annual photography campaign 'Click 
Rights 2014'.  
 
Read more at: http://news.oneindia.in/india/iitstudent-cycling-from-mumbai-tokolkata-1455247.html 
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HT Kolkata 
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